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popular form. He had written mucli since lie had
sold his copyrights of all earlier poems to Mussey,
but it would be necessary for him to regain posses-
sion of these old copyrights before the new com-
plete edition could be published. He had not the
means at the time to make the purchase, but the
matter was negotiated for him by Mr. Fields, and
the blue and gold edition was published in 1857.
The first correspondence in regard to it which is
before us is a letter of Whittier's dated January
4, probably written upon receipt of Longfellow's
blue and gold volumes: " Longfellow's poems are
always welcome. I like your new edition exceed-
ingly, and wish some means can be devised to get
my verses into a similar shape, I wish I could
get hold of the Mussey volume. I would prefer
to have one publisher, of course. ... A great
many thanks, dear F., for thy kind response to
my verses [" The Last Walk in Autumn "]. The
poem was written for thee and such as thee, for
the friends the good Grod has given me. I did
not expect the public at large to see much in it.
The weather deals harshly with me, and I cannot
leave home without suffering a great deal. The
worst of it is that a large part of the time I can,
neither write nor read."

Fields replied in regard to the Mussey book, on
the 12th of January: " I have been trying for a
long time to get that big volume of your poems
out of Mussey's hands, with reference to bringing
you out complete, as we have done Longfellow,
Your poems are now held by Sanborn, Carter,
Bazin & Co., the successors of Mussey, and I